ONE  SUCCESSFUL METHOD

Nevertheless, the fact remains that since the book was
published Hindus in India have talked more, and with
greater anxiety, about their problems of child marriages,
enforced widowhood, temple prostitution* and Un-
touchability than ever before; similarly, the Indian
press is now carrying endless articles and correspon-
dence upon these same questions.

The villages of the Gurgaon'District, in the Punjab,
have of late become conspicuously bright spots in the
entire peninsula. In less than seven years amazing
results have been achieved: more sanitation, better
health, larger crops, greater prosperity. The author
of this extraordinary effort, Mr. F. L. Brayne, the
local Deputy Commissioner, explains his success in a
short volume written in the hope that it 'will prove of
use to other workers in this vast and neglected, but
"fascinatingly interesting field of enterprise.*1 From Mr.
Brayne's account it appears that the method pursued
has been ruthlessly to tell the villagers the unvarnished
facts ; to this single point is laid a large measure of the
accomplishment:

We Have learnt that to call a spade a spade and
make no attempt to beat about the bush or employ
refinements of speech is far the easiest way to pro-
voke that discussion in a village audience which is
the only way to ensure a complete understanding
of the matter in hand. . . . If the village audience
maintains a stony silence the lecturer can cut no
ice, but once the villager can be drawn into an

1 Village Uplift in India, F. L. Brayne, Pioneer Press, Allahabad,
1927, p. v.
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